
 

September marked a major milestone 
in the Rural Health initiative.  Due to 
the efforts of Ej Dailey and her        
relationship with the Office of Rural 
Health, Ms. Dailey was able to obtain a 
$250K grant for the network.  These 
funds were used to provide much 
needed equipment and training to   the 
Georgia EMS Regions 7 and 8.     

In Region 7, EMS providers in 11 rural 
counties and 2 critical access hospitals 
are collaborating with Columbus      
Regional Medical Center (CRMC) in an 
effort to improve:  1) data collection 
and analysis, 2) prehospital and 
trauma education and 3) the care of 
trauma victims. CRMC’s Community 
Trauma Program will provide outreach 
to the critical access hospitals (CAH) by 
offering on-site training to emergency 
department staff.  CRMC will also    
increase the availability of prehospital 
trauma courses and make them avail-
able without cost to a specified number 
of EMS providers in the rural counties 
participating in the network.  CRMC will 
participate in a number of other ways 
including providing training on DVD to 
EMS and CAH hospital employees and 
continuing the monthly Trauma      
Lecture Series and Day of Trauma 
Seminar.   

 

 

 

EMS providers and CAHs each received a 
cache of training equipment worth      
approximately $6,000—$14,000, as well 
as, new computer equipment and PCR 
scanners for data collection and analysis.  
To enhance education capabilities, each 
was also provided with a laptop computer 
and a LCD projector.   

Two days of training on the use of the 
equipment was  conducted on September 
30 and October 1 by Kirby Butler, Fred 
Grant and Indrani Dasgupta.  Additional 
training will be provided throughout the 
course of the project.   

Region 8 received $30,000 to assist with 
completing a previous grant initiative. 

For further information on the Rural 
Health Network, contact Sam Cunningham 
at 706.321.6150 or                         
srcunningham@gdph.state.ga.us. 
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Operation, Analysis and Research Sec-
tion (OARS) : 
OARS continues to support Dr. O’Neal’s trauma data 
analysis initiatives. A presentation of the Strategic   
Implications of the 2003 NRACS Trauma data was 
given to the Trauma System Development Committee 
on August 26, 2004. The data indicate that trauma is a 
preventable disease process which has been underesti-
mated in Georgia. 

N R E M T  T e s t  S c o r e  A n a l y s i s                                            
OARS has released an analysis of NREMT test scores 
for Paramedic, EMT-I and EMT-B    thorough 2nd Quar-
ter 2004. The analysis provides a comparison to      
national test scores for like groups.  For additional   
information or a copy of the executive summary of the 
analysis contact your respective EMS Regional Training 
Coordinator.  

Statewide EMS Survey Development.  OEMS/T has  
received a request to survey EMS Providers, Medics, 
and EMS Educators regarding their perceptions on    
several areas including: 1) the EMS labor supply, 2)     
prevailing wage rates, overtime, and working condi-
tions, and 3) employee turnover. David Bean  indicated 
that Mr. Courtney Terwilliger and others would soon be 
meeting to more specifically develop the study     
premises.  OARS has been designated to support the 
survey development. 

OARS provided the DHR/DPH Injury Prevention Section 
with a preliminary data set of 2002 PCR data.  This 
data set will be used in connection with the CODES 
project. 

ATV Study.  In support of Kelly Buddenhagen, EMSC 
coordinator, OARS will be conducting data analysis 
from 2003 PCR and NTRACS data regarding ATV crash 
data.  Data analysis will begin in the 3rd quarter with 
preliminary results expected in Q1 2005. 
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Certification Section:  
The biannual recertification cycle has been completed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMS-C Section: 

Kelly Buddenhagen will represent the OEMS/T EMS-C    
program at the 2004 EMS EXPO, Oct. 20-22.  Stop by her 
booth for program information and door prizes! 

 

Trauma Section: 
Atlanta Medical Center and Floyd Medical Center were   
officially  re-designated as Level II Trauma Centers in   
September by Dr. Kathleen Toomey, Director of Public 
Health.  An additional eight trauma centers are scheduled 
to be re-designated before the end of 2004.  

Brian Kamajian, Project Manager with the American College 
of Surgeons was a guest speaker at the September 22nd 
Georgia Committee for Trauma Excellence meeting.  Mr. 
Kamajian presented the features of the 2004 NTRACS   
upgrade and received feedback from the trauma coordina-
tors and registrars in attendance. 

  

In Q2, 2004, upon the completion of the biennial recertifi-
cation cycle, Georgia had 12,209 licensed EMS profession-
als.   

37% EMT-P   60% EMT-I   2% EMT-B   1% CTs. 
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The site visit will be conducted at the participating hospital 
for selected staff involved in the decon plan.  The site visit 
will include an evaluation of the hospital’s decontamina-
tion plan and exercise, technical assistance and consulta-
tion activities.  Both parts of the training program will  
address JCAHO, NIOSH, and OSHA standards and relate 
to the operational plan template provided during the 
course. 

Four GEMA Area courses have been scheduled: GEMA 3 
on October 19-20, 2004 in Sandersville, GEMA 4 on     
November 1-2, 2004 in Columbus, GEMA 5 on December 
7-8, 2004 in Savannah and GEMA 1 on January 13-14, 
2005 in Athens.  The other four GEMA Area courses are 
being coordinated and their dates and location will be an-
nounced after confirmation.  

During the first cycle of courses, Georgia Division of Public 
Health will pay for all of the student’s travel and meal  
expenses, to include reimbursement for hotel.   

For more information contact: Doug Dugger,             
404-651-8225, email: frbdugger@gdph.state.ga.us  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes:  The 2-day course will be conducted within the dates designated.   
Exact dates of the training will be announced after final confirmation 
with the training facility POC. 

Facility/Location and date in “Bold” print is the confirmed location 
and dates of the course. 

P:  Preferred training facility/location, A: Alternative training facil-
ity/location 

 
Hospital CDLS-Decontamination                          

Training Program for 
Georgia Acute Care Hospital Staffs   

The Georgia Division of Public Health, Office of    
Emergency Medical Services/Trauma is offering a  
Hospital Core Disaster Life Support (CDLS)-
Decontamination Training Program to all acute care 
hospitals and community health centers in Georgia.  
The training program is designed to train Georgia’s 
acute care hospital staff in patient decontamination 
procedures that meet JCAHO, NIOSH, and OSHA  
standards and provide information necessary to     
develop operational plans that meet these standards. 
The training is designed to prepare acute care hospi-
tal’s and community health center’s staff on how to 
handle contaminated patients without contaminating 
their staff and/or their facility.  The training is a two-
part, multi-component Georgia acute care hospital 
decontamination program. It includes the Medical Col-
lege of Georgia (MCG), two-day “Hospital CDLS-
Decon” course”, and the Georgia Poison Center (GPC) 
one-day “Hospital Training in the Handling of Con-
taminated Patients” site visit.      
                              
The MCG will conduct 16 Hospital CDLS-Decon 
courses for up to 75 participants per class during two, 
six-month cycles, from September 2004 to August 
2005.  One class will be conducted in each Georgia 
Emergency Management (GEMA) areas during each 
six-month cycle.  The two-day course includes didactic 
lectures, facilitated student scenario exercises, instruc-
tions on decontamination procedures, the operation of 
decon shelters, use of Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE), and the hands-on decontamination of patients.  
The students are rotated as simulated patients and 
decon personnel during hands-on training.  The 
course will be the same in each cycle.  Students are 
allowed to bring their hospital PPE to the course and 
MCG instructors will teach them on the proper wear 
and use of the PPE.  MCG will provide training PPE for 
all other students. 

The Hospital Training in the Handling of Contaminated 
Patients site visit will be conducted by GPC instructors.  
It is anticipated that it will take approximately 3-4 
months for the hospital staff to develop a decon plan 
and train their staff after completing the MCG course.  
After the hospital decon plan has been developed and 
the staff has been trained, the hospital may request 
the site visit.   

Office of EMS/Trauma Continued ... 

GEMA 
Area 

Dates Facility/Location 

 3  19-20 Oct 04 A:  Sandersville Tech- Sandersville, GA 

 4  1-2 Nov 04 P: Hughston Sports Medicine  Hospital 
–  Columbus, GA 

 6   29-30 Nov 04 P:   Hamilton Hospital, Dalton, GA 
(confirming) 

A:  The Forum,  Rome, GA 
 5  7-8  Dec 04 P:   Memorial Health University    

Medical Center – Savannah, GA 

 1  13-14 Jan 05 P:  St Mary’s Healthcare System - 
Athens, GA 

 2   20-21 Jan 05 P:  Phoebe Putney Memorial  Hospital 
–  Albany, GA 

 7  1-15 Feb 05 P:  none identified, A:  none identified 

 8  16-28 Feb 05 P:  none identified, A:  none identified 
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Youngsters throughout Region 5 had an 
opportunity to compete in the Region 5 
EMS for Children - EMS Week Poster 
Contest.  Poster entries were submitted 
to local EMS providers.  During EMS 
Week, each participating EMS provider 
selected and awarded their local     
winners.  Each county then submitted 
the two best entries from each partici-
pating grade (K-5) to the Region 5  

Region 1: 
           
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stanley Payne                      

September 21, 1944—September 28, 2004                                               

It is with great sadness that we at the  
Office of EMS/Trauma announce the 
passing of Stanley Payne, Floyd Medical 
Center’s EMS Director.  Stanley Payne 
and EMS were synonymous both locally 
and on the state level.  He began his 
career in 1963 as an ambulance atten-
dant and an assistant Funeral Director.  
When the local funeral homes ceased 
operating ambulances in 1966, Stanley 
became associated with Floyd Medical 
Center.  He was considered a pioneer in 
EMS.            

 

 

 

Region 1 continued: 

September 1, 2004  David Loftin, EMS 
Coordinator for OEMS Region 1, con-
ducted a WMD Chemical Warfare     
Antidote Train-The-Trainer program for 
representatives of all ambulance and 
first responder services in the north-
west Georgia area. A Mark 1 (nerve gas 
antidote) trainer and powerpoint    
presentation on cyanide, nerve gas and 
radiological weapons were distributed 
so that training could occur to all EMS 
personnel in the region.  

 

 

 

two-thousand participants have been 
led through a “haunted forest”: a forest 
haunted not by ghosts and goblins, but 
by shattered lives and dreams.   During 
an hour long tour, groups are guided 
through full-scale mock motor vehicle 
crashes, emergency department cardiac 
arrests, crime scene investigations, 
graveside memorial services, etc.     
Participants are then led through a me-
morial remembering local individuals 
who have fallen victim to circumstances 
similar to those portrayed.  At the   
conclusion of the presentation, partici-
pants are given the opportunity to 
pledge to avoid making decisions that 
may have a deadly impact on the lives 
of themselves and others.  Community 
volunteers will be on hand to facilitate 
the pledge.  This is designed to be a 
time of reflection and sharing.        
Organizers hope that the students and 

Public safety personnel, healthcare  
providers and community members 
from throughout the Central Georgia 
area are making preparations for the 4th 
annual Grim Reality presentation.  The 
Grim Reality is a walk-through event 
that places a human face on the     
potentially destructive decisions      
students face on a daily basis.    In all, 
the event requires over 200 volunteers.  
As medics, firefighters, law enforcement 
personnel, and health care providers, 
many Grim Reality volunteers are not 
strangers to the tragedies caused by 
DUI, suicide, inexperienced driving, 
speeding, and drugs.  The Grim Reality 
is their chance to demonstrate the dire 
consequences of poor decisions from 
the perspective of those who witness 
them on a daily basis.  Since the     
program was initiated in 2001 by 
Oconee Area EMS for Children, nearly 

parents who participate in the event will 
leave with the knowledge that no one is 
indestructible, and tragedies like these 
can happen to anyone unless we make 
a conscious effort not to put ourselves 
and others in danger.  This year’s event 
will take place at the Walter B. Williams’ 
Recreation Complex in Milledgeville on 
the evening of October 28th. Call Kristal 
at (478) 288-0708 for more program 
details. 
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Region 5:   Children - EMS Week Poster Contest                          

 

Grim Reality 2004 
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          Regional EMS Program Director News 

Office.  Medics from Greene County 
EMS then judged the entries on their 
expression of the selected theme:  
“EMS There When You Need Us.”  Six 
Regional Grand Prize Winners were 
chosen.  $100 dollar savings bonds 
were provided by the Medical Center of 
Central Georgia and Oconee Area   
EMS-C, then awarded to each regional 
winner. 



 

The Georgia EMS Educator’s     
Conference, sponsored by Georgia 
EMS, was held September 19-21, 2004 
in Macon, Ga.  The annual conference 
was the most successful with 170 in 
attendance or 194 including vendors.   

Highlights of the conference included: 

David Bean — DHR Update                                              
Ej Dailey — EMS Accountability and 
Program Approval                                                      
Fred Grant – EMS Education & Data – 
How do they relate?        
Paul Maniscalco, Sr. Advisor to the 
President Bush’s Council of Homeland 
Security                                                    
Major Bill Berry, Doughtery Co. Sheriff 
Office — Educating Your Students on 
Meth Labs                                             
Jeffrey Salomone, MD, Grady Memorial 
Hospital — New Scope of Practice                                                           
Ray Fowler — 12 Led and Capnograthy 

If you were unable to attend the con-
ference, there are several upcoming 
conferences including Changes 2005, 
EMS Management in Unicoi, Ga, State 
EMS conference in Jekell Island, Ga.  
Contact Becky Hill, President of     
Georgia EMS, Educator Division at 
hillb@dekalbtech.edu for details. 

  

Next EMS Council meetings &  
contacts:                                                        
Region 1—Oct 21, David Loftin                                   
Region 2—TBA, Earl McGrotha                                    
Region 3—Nov 18, Marty Billings                                
Region 4—Oct 19, Billy Watson                                   
Region 5—Dec 16 tenative,            
Chris Threlkeld                                       
Region 6—Nov 10,                         
Lawanna Mercer-Cobb                                           
Region 7—TBA, Sam Cunningham                               
Region 8—Oct 11, Robert Vick                                    
Region 9—Oct 28, Shirley Starling                              
Region 10—TBA, Earl McGrotha    

  

 

 

Trends in Medical Emergen-
cies (TIME) Conference,      
November 10-11, 2004 at Darton 
College in Albany.  For information 
call  229-439-7011.  

 

EMS Expo’s                              
Partnership for Progress   

 

 

 

 

 

Oct 19-23, 2004 at the Georgia 
World Congress Center, Atlanta, 
Georgia.           

Visit: www.emsmagazine.com for 
information.  

     

Region 1                                                                         
Contact the regional office at 
706-295-6175 for more details 
pertaining to any of the follow-
ing:                                                                   
1.  Oct  3-8, State EMS—EMT & 
Paramedic Instructor Course at N. Ga 
Tech., Clarksville, Ga.                                                            
2.  Oct 11-12, GEMS at Coosa Valley 
Tech, Rome                                                                           
3.  Oct  30, Hazmat Awareness Class 
sponsored by Redmond EMS at Floyd 
College.                                                    
4.  Nov TBA, PHTLS Provider Course 
at Coosa Valley Tech, Rome, Ga.                                                                               
5.  Nov 18-19, AMLS Instructor and 
Provider Course at Dalton State   
College– Class is FULL.                                             
6.  Dec 2-3 BTLS Course at Murray 
County Fire Dept., Chatsworth, Ga.                                                                           
7.  Dec 10-11, National Registry 
Exam for I-85 and Paramedic at  
Coosa Valley Tech, Rome, Ga.                                                                    
8.  Dec 16-17, AMLS Provider Course 
at Dalton State College.  

Region 6     

                                                                        
Oct 19, The Medical College of     
Georgia’s Children’s  Medical Center 
will present  “Kids and EMS”.  Registra-
tion is required, contact Rebecca Rote 
at 706-533-3185.  Lunch will be pro-
vided and CEU’s are available. 

 
 
   

October 2004                            
Georgia EMS Trivia Question:   
Who taught Georgia’s first EMT 
course? 
 
Send your answers to: Marie Probst at 
mprobst@gdph.state.ga.us.     
 
Read the next issue for the answer and see 
who is the FASTEST RESPONDER! 
 
 
Answer to the July 2004 trivia 
question: 
What was the first licensed            
ambulance service in Georgia? 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Grady EMS est. 1892  
 

Sam Cunningham from the Region 7 
EMS office was the fastest             
responder.  Way to go Sam! 
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National Fire Prevention Week, October 5-11, 2004                                                  
Each year, nearly 600 children ages 14 and under die in residen-
tial fires and another 40,000 children are injured. Nearly 56% 
of the 600 children that die each year are ages 4 and under.   

In observance of Fire Prevention Week, the National SAFE KIDS     
Campaign, its longtime fire safety program sponsor, the  United 
States Fire Administration, along with program sponsor First 
Alert® remind families to:   Eliminate Hazards, Plan Ahead, Teach 
Children Fire Safety     (Prepare, Practice and Plan)           

Take Safety to the Streets this Halloween                                                    
Halloween is the most dangerous night of the year for child pedestri-

ans.  Darting out into the street is one of 
the most common causes of pedestrian 
death amoung children.  As children 
scurry from house to house collecting 
treats, it is important to take precau-
tions in these areas:  Visabiltiy, Traffic, 
Motorists, Falls, and Burns  S o u r c e :  
www.safekids.org .  Visit the SafeKids 
website for additional information. 

     

Breathe Georgia is a statewide non-profit organization 
whose mission is : To Educate healthcare Providers and the 
Public About the Appropriate Diagnosis and Treatment of Child-
hood Asthma and Anaphylaxis.  Breathe Georgia and MAG’s 
Institute of Excellence are offering a 4-hour CME-CEU qualifying 
educational opportunity titled A Practical Approach to Asthma 
Management on Saturday, October 9, 2004 in Atlanta. For more 
information visit: www.BreatheGeorgia.org or call 404—885-
9789. 

Troogram   
The American Trauma Society (ATS) is introducing its first 
edition of its children’s newsletter “Troogram”.  The news-
letter will feature the ATS mascot, Traumaroo, an animated 
character who teaches important safety habits with fun as a 
key  componet.  The programs help children develop safe 
behavior patterns that will become lifelong habits.  Trauma-
roo was developed in 1994 to help reduce preventable inju-
ries amoung children throughtout the country.  Don’t miss 
what Traumaroo is doing to “Preparing for a Troo-ly Safe 
Holiday Season” in the next issue. Visit: www.amtrauma.org 
for more information . 

Trauma Lecture Series at The Medical Center in Columbus, 
Ga, held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month in the Confer-
ence Center at The Medical Center in Columbus 12:30pm – 
1:30pm.  Lunch is provided.  The lectures feature speakers with 
extensive experience in their field of practice who present 
trauma specific topics that the local audience has requested.  
Come and listen to earn your 1.2 CEU’s.  For more information, 
please contact Cathy  Maxwell at cathy.maxwell@crhs.net.   

Trauma Lecture Series at DeKalb Medical Ctr, held on the 
3rd Tuesday of each month in DMC Theater from 8am to 9am. 
There is no charge or registration, breakfast is served to early 
birds and CEU/CME/prehospital credit is given. The lectures are 
open to anyone interested in trauma. For more information, 
please contact Kelly Nadeau at knadeau@dkmc.org.  

4th Annual Trauma Symposium at The Medical Center of 
Central Georgia on Thursday, November 4, 2004. There is no 
registration fee, although, pre-registration is required.  Regis-
tration deadline is October 29, 2004. Contact the Office of 
Medical Education at 478-633-1634 for more information.  

Upcoming Trauma Coordinator Meeting(s):                                
The Georgia Committee for Trauma Excellence (GCTE)  will 
meet on November 10th, 10:00-3:00 at The Skyland Center, 
upper level conference room.  For more information, please 
contact Renee Morgan at rwmogan@gdph.state.ga.us or 404-
657-6717 regarding the State Trauma System or Deb Battle at 
678-442-3742 regarding the GCTE . 

ATLS Courses                                                                                             
Oct 28-29, 2004 at The Medical Center in Columbus.  Please 
contact John Lunde at jrlunde@aol.com. 

 

4th Annual Georgia Trauma Conference presented by the 
Trauma Associates of Georgia (TAG) will be held February 7-8, 
2005 at the Marriott Atlanta Century Center in Atlanta, Ga.  CEU’s 
are available for physicians, nurses and EMT/Paramedics. Contact 
the conference coordinator at 706-782-1495 for more information 
and registration fees or register online at http://www.SignUp4.net/
Public/ap.aspx?EID=GEOR11E.   

The TOPICS course will be held on Thursday, April 28, 2005, at 
the Medical Center of Central Georgia (MCCG) in Macon.  Registra-
tion will be facilitated through Debra Kitchens, RN, Trauma Coordi-
nator at MCCG and will be limited to 50 people.   This course is 
provided for us at no charge by HRSA.  Further information on 
registration and location will be sent out in January 2005.  Please 
contact Renee Morgan for interim information at              
rwmorgan@gdph.state.ga.us or 404-657-2594.  

Trauma Center Redesignations  - Ten trauma centers will be              
re-designated this Fall. To date, Floyd Medical Center (Region 1) 
and  Atlanta Medical Center (Region 3) have received their official 
re-designation letter from Dr. Kathleen Toomey, Director of Public 
Health. 
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Editors Column 

Office of Emergency Medical Services/Trauma 
2600 Skyland Drive 

Lower Level 
Atlanta, Georgia 30319 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES      
   D IVISION OF PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Phone: 404-679-0547 
Fax: 404-679-0526 

E-mail: mprobst@gdph.state.ga.us 

     W o w ,  t h i s  y e a r  h a s  g o n e  b y  f a s t !                               
As we celebrate our 1st volume of newsletters, I would like to thank our 
contributors and readers.  We are looking forward to another busy year 
in Office of EMS and Trauma.  To keep everyone up to date on the news 
and events going on in your region, send me an email with your infor-
mation.  I’ll get the word out for you.  

Thank you for your support, 

Marie Probst, CSTR                                                                                                         
State Trauma Registrar 
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